
FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING

5 OCTOBER 2010

Present: Councillors: Michael Coles (Chair)
Geoff Gaskin (Deputy Chair)
Harry Bliss
Sean Brady 
Roland Cawley
Charles Southern 
Dot Osborne
Barry Powrie
Joan Talbot
Hugh Smyth
Norma Griffiths
John Jones
John Percival

In Attendance Joanne Davis (Clerk)

Also Present Insp Jim Atherton Merseyside Police
John Phillips Team Manager

Sefton MBC 
Youth Service

Jenny D'Ambrogio  Worker in Charge,  
Formby Youth Centre

Formby Times

Members of the Public Dr Brennan (Civic Society)
Mrs Levin

71.0 Apologies for Absence

Cllrs Dutton/Hearn (Holidays/party conference).

72.0 Members Declaration of Interest

No declarations received.

73.0 Public Forum

73.1 Inspector Atherton circulated August/September improving crime figures in 
the Formby area and, in summary, reported as follows:-

• 1 burglary in 2009, 4 in 2010.
• 2 robberies of pedal cycles.  One arrest made.
• No patterns emerging.
• One detainee has been charged and sentenced to year in custody in July 

(and it is noted that there have not been any further robberies during 
August).
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• Car keys stolen from taxi office.  Owner detained one criminal and the 
other was detained by officers on the bypass.  Both were arrested.

• 28 speeding tickets issued.
• Beachsafe   – is a much bigger operation with the inclusion of other areas 

(i.e. Ainsdale to Crosby).
• Staff had the ability to move around (quad bikes).
• Hopeful of quad bikes being reinstated following officer’s accident.
• Ainsdale do not have same problems as Formby.
• Main problems were in Formby.
• Officers local knowledge was a key point.
• PSOs covered Crosby.
• Dog chipping and dog fouling education also undertaken.
• Alcohol had been seized.
• A rave of 450 people had been prevented.
.
• A diversion activity is planned to reduce anti-social behaviour.
• An activity is planned for mischief night.
• The focus is on young people who congregate around the pool area.
• The activity will be at the RampWorx.
• The Area Committee is supporting the initiative.
• A further pre Christmas activity is planned.
• Crime Prevention Roadshow will be present at the flu clinic.
• Request forwarded to clerk for funding for bike marking kits.

Cllr Talbot pointed out that the Easter school holidays will be different in 
2011, with schools having a 2 weeks block before the Easter period and only 
Good Friday/Easter Monday off.  Inspector Atherton stated that the majority of 
the problems occur of a weekend but he would look at the figures and would 
hope to obtain additional staff.  Cllr Osborne reminded Inspector Atherton of 
the damage that occurred on 15 May last year, prior to the BeachSafe scheme 
being in operation.  Inspector Atherton agreed that they did not have enough 
staff at that time.  Cllr Gaskin explained that he had raised this point 2 years 
ago and was told faithfully that the numbers would improve.

Cllr Southern asked about the speeding situation on Bushby's Road/Queens 
Road.  Inspector Atherton reported that 28 tickets in 4 weeks is a good return 
but they would now encounter problems with using a speed gun on the dark 
nights.  Although Members would like those caught to be “named and 
shamed” Inspector Atherton explained that it is a fixed penalty scheme and 
therefore people do not have to plead guilty, however, those well in excess of 
the speed limit will appear in court and that would be duly reported in the 
press.

Cllr Coles thanked Inspector Atherton for his presence and for the information 
he gave.

73.2 John Phillips, Area Manager for the Youth Service, Sefton MBC and Jenny 
D'Ambrogio, Worker in Charge at Formby Youth Centre, addressed Members. 
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A brief summary follows:-

• John Phillips (JP) is the Area Manager of the Youth Service for the mid 
area, i.e., Formby, Crosby, Aintree, Melling, Lydiate and Maghull.

• Jenny D’Ambrogio (JD’O) is new to the Authority and is based 
exclusively at Formby Youth Centre.

• Jenny is supported by a number of staff.
• There is an effective developmental programme in the youth centres.
• The centre is open 4 nights a week, Monday to Thursday, 6.30 to 9.30 pm.
• Monday nights is for Juniors, 11-13 year olds.
• Tuesday night is girls only.
• Wednesday night is for additional needs children (about 20 attend).
• Thursday is for seniors, 13-19 year olds.
• JP/JD’O delivering Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) in 

Formby High every Friday afternoon.
• The aim is to let young people know what is available and what they can 

participate in.
• There are wider issues around anti-social behaviour.
• A flexible response is needed to issues around safety.
• They work in partnership e.g. Police/Positive Futures.
• Over 200 young people are registered.  This needs to increase.
• A residential took place over the summer in Shropshire.
• A local residential took place at Crosby Lakeside Activity Centre.
• Residentials included able bodied and additional needs young people.
• Significant improvements have been made to the centre.
• The kitchen and furniture have been improved.
• Young people placed the bids to obtain the money for the improvements.
• The Youth Centres are about the informal education of young people.
• The aim is to improve their life chances and learning experiences.
• The team have targets.
• ‘Contact’ with a young person is a target.
• The flexible approach (outreach work) aims to make ‘contact’ with them.
• Participation 4 times a month by a young person is also a target.
• Participation results in accreditation e.g. towards Duke of Edinburgh 

award.
• Another aim is preventative intervention.
• To educate young people so they know the consequences of anti-social 

behaviour.
• Links have been made with Formby Pool Trust.
• They wish to have an inter-agency meeting.

Cllr Brady stated he used to be on a management committee at the Redgate 
Centre and asked what happened to the committee.  JP stated they are in the 
process of clarifying who is on the committee as it does not meet regularly. 
He welcomed anyone who was interested in supporting the work of the Youth 
Centre.  The Chair asked Cllr Brady if he would be interested in offering his 
knowledge and expertise in this field.  Cllr Brady agreed to do so.

ACTION: Cllr Brady to join the management committee.
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Cllr Brady also stated that in the 90s contact had been made with youth centre 
colleagues in Copenhagen, who had a lot to offer.  He felt renewed 
contact/twinning could be beneficial for Formby.

JP confirmed that they are in touch with the Dove Centre but they were 
looking to strengthen that relationship.

ACTION: Cllr Gaskin to liaise over contacts with the Dove Centre.

Cllr Osborne questioned how many of the 200 young people registered 
actually turn up to sessions and asked the reasoning behind having juniors at 
the youth club as they may put the seniors off attending.  JP explained that the 
Juniors attend on a separate night, Mondays and the aim of having juniors is to 
enable them to understand the culture of a youth club and to have them come 
through from juniors to seniors.  Although not all of the young people 
registered attend the youth club, they do not need to do so as it may not be 
what they are interested in; however, contact is made with them during their 
outreach work which is also important.

JP confirmed they also have contact with St Luke’s Youth Club as well as 
commissioning organisations to deliver activities.  The reason for this may be 
for geographical reasons or because they recognise that other organisations 
may do things differently.  They have recently given a £1,500 grant to St 
Luke’s to deliver a piece of work.  They have also met with a number of faith 
groups to be able to broaden and signpost young people to other organisations.

Cllr Talbot stated that a number of guides/scout activities take place on the 
same evening as the youth clubs and so this would prevent them from 
attending.  JP said that this is the kind of local information that they need to 
find out about as there is duplication that needs looking at.

ACTION: JP and JD’A to meet with Cllrs Osborne, Gaskin and 
Talbot at Formby Luncheon Club (Joan Talbot’s office).

JD’A stated that they are promoting a democracy weekend next week in 
Formby High School, to enable young people to have a voice, if anyone is 
available to attend.

The Chairman thanked John Phillips and Jenny D'Ambrogio for attending and 
for the information imparted.

74.0 Minutes from Previous Meeting 

60.1 Should read “reason” (not treason).
After amendment, the records were taken as a true and accurate record of the 
meeting.

Proposed:  Cllr Cawley Seconded:  Cllr Bliss

All in favour.
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75.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meeting

There are no matters of report from the previous meeting that are not already 
on this agenda.

76.0 General Purposes

Previous minutes and agenda for next meeting circulated to Members prior to 
the meeting.  Cllr Percival updated Members on the last GP meeting, as 
follows:-

• Request from St Peter’s Church for funding towards re-roofing the church 
was declined under the 18 months rule.

• Inspector Atherton’s application, not received prior to the last meeting, 
will be considered at the October meeting.

• Shopsafe – Cllr Jones will report to the next meeting.

• Transport/Security.  This was considered and lists produced.

• New poster – this will be distributed once approved by Members.

The Chair thanked Cllr Talbot for her excellent efforts in producing the new 
poster.  The poster shows ‘icons’ representing organisations that have 
benefited from the £15,000 funding that has been granted to over the past 
years.

77.0 Finance Committee Matters

Cllr Powrie circulated financial information and minutes of the last meeting of 
the Finance Committee to Members prior to full council.  The following was 
noted:-

• £37,052 has been spent to date this year including cheques being 
presented tonight.  

• There is a £17,000 underspend which is for items to be carried over to the 
next financial year.  

• The final precept instalment has been received.
• Bond – the Finance Committee considered whether some money should 

be transferred to a bond, as happened last year.  Cllr Powrie explored a 
number of options but found that the offered percentage was either only 
marginally greater than what is already being earned or the money needed 
to be left in the bond for a longer period of time than wished.  This was 
reviewed but no decision has been made at this point.

• Ownership of assets is to be discussed with Sefton Council.
• A meeting to be arranged with David McCullough, Sefton MBCs Acting 

Head of Corporate Legal Services.
• The potential for securing further funding from the Area Committee is 

ongoing.
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• The Area Committee have been given a schedule of relevant spend to 
date.

• No firm response has been received and the matter to be followed up.
• Clerk clarified she had been advised of the the timing of the request to the 

Area Committee by the Area Committee clerk, ie, up to noon on the day 
of the committee.

77.1 Resolution proposed by Cllr Powrie:-

Formby Parish Council Website -set Up

“The Finance Committee recommends the Parish Council approves a £400 
payment towards a site rental/hosting fee cost of £282, paid per annum, and a 
one off set up cost of £116.”

PROPOSED:  Cllr Powrie Seconded:  Cllr Brady

Cllr Bliss circulated details of the proposed website and advised on the same. 
It was noted that:-

• The order would need to be made via the clerk (Cllr Bliss to forward 
details).

• The computer in the Formby office would be used.
• It was noted that the office does not have internet access.

All Members were in favour of the above proposal.

ACTION: Cllr Bliss to produce a further report setting out the actions 
and responsibilities.  

77.2 Resolution proposed by Cllr Powrie:-

 Dickensian Day

”The Finance Committee recommends to the Parish Council approval of 
a £400 donation payment to the Dickensian Day Committee.” 

Proposed:  Cllr Powrie Seconded:  Cllr Coles

All Members were in favour of the above proposal.

77.3 Formby Christmas Lights – a request for funding has been received.  Cllr 
Jones advised that the intention is to raise £11 – 12,000 this year, with Sefton’s 
matched funding.  They are looking to put up an extra light.  A locally based 
firm has volunteered to do the lights on the tree free of charge.  It is harder to 
collect money this year with only about 1/3 of the shops and businesses 
making a donation.  Sefton’s matched funding is guaranteed.  Dune FM 
provide a stage free of charge each year.

This matter is to be considered at the Finance Committee who are empowered 
to give approval for the project.
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Reminder – the Christmas tree not to be erected before Remembrance Sunday.

78.0 Environment Committee Matters

Cllr Dutton was unable to attend/chair the last Environment Committee.  Cllr 
Coles produced and circulated minutes and in summary reported as follows:-

• Long Lane watercourse work is completed and has stood up to the recent 
heavy rain.

• Cllrs to continue to monitor known hotspots.
• Sludge gulpers have been out in St Georges Road, but not in Freshfield 

Road.
• Himalayan plants have now been taken away from the site.
• Toilets – Chair has been advised by Sefton MBC that the money for the 

replacement toilets is no longer available.

ACTION: Bill Milburn, Strategic Director MBC, to be asked for a 
specific presentation and a clear statement to Members to 
clarify this situation.

Chair asked Members to obtain the view of residents on whether they feel 
there is a need for replacement toilets in the village.  The initial response is 
that there is a call for them; however, Members need to be in possession of all 
details to be able to consider whether further action is appropriate i.e. 
costs/legal costs/disentangling of current legalities. If new toilets are 
something that FPC wish to consider then this would need to be built into the 
Parish Plan and a clear statement would be needed from Sefton MBC of the 
issues to be considered.  It was noted that, if FPC fund new toilets elsewhere, 
Sefton MBC may have a moral obligation to refund any money received if the 
land the present toilets stand on is sold.

ACTION: Chair to produce a press announcement.
Look to have a meeting between Cllrs Jones, Dutton, Gaskin, Chair 

and Bill Milburn.

Members discussed this matter for some time.  Feedback reported by members 
is that residents do want toilets in the village.

78.1Cllr Gaskin reported that meetings had taken place with Sefton and plants are to 
be taken up from the roundabout and the war memorial.  Cllr asked for 
assistance with over-wintering plants for use next year.  The planters are also 
to be stripped out and then re-planted.  Help is needed with weeding on 
Thursday at 10 am – any volunteers?

The Chairman again thanked Cllr Osborne for all of her hard work and asked 
that the Members’ best wishes be passed on to her husband, Ralph, who has 
recently taken ill.
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79.0 Planning Matters

Cllr Gaskin circulated a report to Members prior to the meeting.  He 
summarised briefly, as follows:-

• Freshfield mast is by Fisherman’s path. (See minutes 82.1 below.)  Cllr 
Gaskin will look into this matter further.

• A land search has produced the name of the owner of the petrol station on 
Kirklake Road which has become an eyesore.  Owner is Hunter Dean 
Developments Ltd.

ACTION: Cllr Gaskin to draft a letter to be sent via the clerk.
Cllr Gaskin to draft a press release (via Chair).

Cllr Southern stated that the building work that was started at the bottom of 
Formby Bridge has now been left idle.

ACTION: Cllr Southern to pass details to Cllr Gaskin to look into it.

80.0 Stewardship Report

Cllr Cawley could not produce a report as Councillors had not produced the 
information.

It was noted that the Chair and Cllr Cawley meets each month with Sally 
Rylands, Sefton MBC, to discuss stewardship reports, as does the Area 
Committee.  FPC representative to ensure that there is no duplication.

Date for next reports is 25 October 2010.
Date of next Area Committee is January 2011.

81.0 Parish Plan

Chair recorded his disappointed at the failure to engage with the Area 
Committee.  The proposal is to continue to develop the plan with those people/
organisations that are committed to it.

81.1 Core Strategy consultation – FPC invited to make representation.  

ACTION: Cllr Gaskin to co-ordinate a response.  Response to be held 
on the memory chip.  Cllr Gaskin to send an extract to 
members, via the clerk.

81.2LPT3 – The Thornton bypass is included and a strong argument should be put 
forward in favour of it.  The 10 parishes have invited MP Bill Esterson to 
explain why the matter was raised in the House of Commons.

ACTION: Cllr Gaskin to respond.

8



81.3 Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman advised that Cllr Cawley had been FPC's representative on the 
Area Committee for the past 6 years and that the position had always been one 
of an adviser, which is not an easy role.  With the Area Committee’s change in 
role about to take place, Cllr Cawley feels that this would be a good time to 
stand down.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Cawley for all of his efforts.  The 
Chairman proposed that Cllr Gaskin takes the place of the representative on 
the Area Committee.  This was seconded by Cllr Percival.  All were in favour. 
(NB – since this meeting the Clerk and members of the Area Committee have 
been informed of the above.)

82.0 Administration, Legal and Finance Payments

82.1 Correspondence

 Invite from NHS Sefton to an informal meeting with the NHS Sefton 
Board who are keen to meet with local community stakeholders to discuss 
any health-related issues of local concern or interest.  (Took place Thurs 
30 Sept).  

 Letter from Network Rail re nationwide radio system to allow continuous 
communication between train drivers and signallers to improve safety etc.  
To implement the new system they have identified a site at Freshfield 
which meets all the safety and technological criteria.  The mast will be 15 
m high and will have equipment cabin.  They plan to notify residents who 
live in close proximity to the railway of their plans before any 
construction takes place.  They will be offering residents information and 
supplying them with contact details of their dedicated 24 hr helpline for 
their questions or queries.  They are in discussion with Sefton MBC 
planning dept re siting of the mast and also informing the local MP.  If 
you would like to meet to discuss this further they would be happy to do 
so.  

 Request from Peter Dunne for funding for the Christmas Lights Committee 
and an invite to attend the reception at the Conservative Club after the 
switch on – Thursday 25 November, 6.30 pm switch on.  No amount 
specified.  

 Invitation to Melling's annual Civic Service on Sunday 24 October at 3.00 
pm St Thomas Church, Rock Lane, Melling.

82.2Payments October 2010

                          £
Current A/c       6,606.67
Deposit A/c 1  42,303.62
Deposit A/c 2    5,002.20
                     ---------------
                       53,912.49

9



82.3Cheques for Approving  5 October  2010

Item No Name Amount Reason Cheque No

35 J E Davis £470.84 Clerk’s Salary 465

36 J E Davis £44.12 Reimbursement 466
Admin Expenses

37 Sefton MBC £30.97 Room Hire - Sept 467

38 Sefton MBC £30.97 Room Hire – Oct 468

39 SAPLC £55.00 Donation 469

40 Sefton MBC £455.00 Wooden Bench 470

41 Sefton MBC £6,710.00 Cast iron planters 471
2nd hand 3 tier planter 
4 baskets 
3 x 3 tier planters
Carriage

42 Formby Dickensian £400.00 Formby Dickensian 472
Society Day

43 BDO £334.88 External Auditors Fee 473

TOTAL £8,531.78

PLUS

Sefton MBC £216.66 Standing-Order. 
Lease Formby Office

GRAND TOTAL £8,748.44

Proposed:  Cllr John Percival SECONDED:  Cllr Geoff Gaskin

82.4 External Audit  

The clerk reported a successful external audit.  BDO had, however, 
recommended that Members consider increasing the fidelity guarantee, which 
at present stands at £40,000.  This matter is to be a Finance Committee agenda 
item.  Notices have now been placed on the noticeboard and a copy of the 
annual return is to be made available in the Formby office.
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The Chairman thanked the clerk for completing another successful audit.

83.0 Date of Next Meeting.

Full Council Meeting - Tuesday 2 November 2010, 7.00 pm, 
Formby Library

General Purposes Meeting – Monday 11 October  2010, 6.30 pm, 
Formby Luncheon Club

Finance Committee – Tuesday 19 October 2010, 7.00 pm, 
Bier House, St Peter’s Church

Environment Meeting – 8 November 2010, 2.30 pm, Formby Library

The clerk can be contacted on 07941 515597 (leave a message)

END
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